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Christ is Risen!   Христос Воскрес!       

Dear Families:
2026 National Family and Life Week – May 10-17
I am delighted to bring greetings to parents, grandparents, and your families as we celebrate this year’s National Family and Life Week focussing on the theme “I am with you always” (Matthew 28:20).
	As we celebrate families this year, I am reminded of my joy-filled participation in the Eighth World Meeting of Families in Philadelphia a number of years ago. There, hundreds of thousands of families gathered to reflect on “Love is Our Mission:  The Family Fully Alive.”
	The late Pope Francis reminded us then of the beauty of marriage as well as the pastoral challenges facing the family:
	“During these days, we will reflect in particular on the family, which is the fundamental cell of society. From the beginning the Creator blessed man and woman so that they might be fruitful and multiply, and so the family then is an image of the Triune God in the world.
“Our reflections must keep before us the beauty of the family and marriage, the greatness of this human reality which is so simple and yet so rich, consisting of joys and hopes, of struggles and sufferings, as is the whole of life…. We are called to acknowledge how beautiful, true and good it is to start a family, to be a family today; and how indispensable the family is for the life of the world and for the future of humanity. 
“We are called to make known God’s magnificent plan for the family and to help spouses joyfully experience this plan in their lives, as we accompany them amidst so many difficulties with a pastoral care that is sound, courageous and full of love.”
	Pope Francis’ words still ring out true today. Truly, how beautiful is the family and marriage!
	At the same time, we recognize that in the midst of being a family there are indeed many challenges that the family faces each and every day. But we are not alone. Jesus reminds us, “I am with you always.” Fear not. Call upon me when in need. I walk with you my people. I love you. And it is the power of love that can overcome any difficulty.
	As we celebrate this year’s National Family and Life Week, I pray that God who is Love truly blesses you and your family!
Sincerely in Christ,
[image: English signature]
Most Rev. David Motiuk
Eparchial Bishop
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