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Saturday before Pentecost (All Souls Saturday) 

Text from “The Divine Liturgy: An Anthology for Worship”; Pg. 558 

Troparion (Tone 8): With profound wisdom and love for mankind, You arrange all 
things* and bestow beneficial things upon all, O only Creator and Lord.* Grant rest to the 
souls of your servants,* for they have placed their hope in You,* our God, Who made and 
shaped us. 

+Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.  

Kontakion (Tone 8): To the souls of Your servants, O Christ,* grant rest among the 
saints* where there is no pain,* no sorrow, no mourning,* but only life without end. 

Now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Theotokion (Tone 8): In you we have a rampart and a haven,* and an intercessor most 
acceptable to God,* whom you bore, O virgin Mother of God,* salvation of the faithful. 

Prokimenon (Tone 6): Their souls shall dwell* amidst good things (Ps 24:13). 

verse: To You, O Lord, I have lifted up my soul (Ps 24:1). 
 
Epistle (Acts 28:1-31): In those days, after we had reached safety, we then learned that the 
island was called Malta. The natives showed us unusual kindness. Since it had begun to 
rain and was cold, they kindled a fire and welcomed all of us round it. Paul had gathered a 
bundle of brushwood and was putting it on the fire, when a viper, driven out by the heat, 
fastened itself on his hand. When the natives saw the creature hanging from his hand, 
they said to one another, ‘This man must be a murderer; though he has escaped from the 
sea, justice has not allowed him to live.’ He, however, shook off the creature into the fire 
and suffered no harm. They were expecting him to swell up or drop dead, but after they 
had waited a long time and saw that nothing unusual had happened to him, they changed 
their minds and began to say that he was a god. Now in the neighbourhood of that place 
were lands belonging to the leading man of the island, named Publius, who received us 
and entertained us hospitably for three days. It so happened that the father of Publius lay 
sick in bed with fever and dysentery. Paul visited him and cured him by praying and 
putting his hands on him. After this happened, the rest of the people on the island who 
had diseases also came and were cured. They bestowed many honours on us, and when 
we were about to sail, they put on board all the provisions we needed. Three months later 
we set sail on a ship that had wintered at the island, an Alexandrian ship with the Twin 
Brothers as its figurehead. We put in at Syracuse and stayed there for three days; then we 
weighed anchor and came to Rhegium. After one day there a south wind sprang up, and 
on the second day we came to Puteoli. There we found believers and were invited to stay 
with them for seven days. And so we came to Rome. The believers from there, when they 
heard of us, came as far as the Forum of Appius and Three Taverns to meet us. On seeing 
them, Paul thanked God and took courage. When we came into Rome, Paul was allowed 
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to live by himself, with the soldier who was guarding him. Three days later he called 
together the local leaders of the Jews. When they had assembled, he said to them, 
‘Brothers, though I had done nothing against our people or the customs of our ancestors, 
yet I was arrested in Jerusalem and handed over to the Romans. When they had examined 
me, the Romans wanted to release me, because there was no reason for the death penalty 
in my case. But when the Jews objected, I was compelled to appeal to the emperor—even 
though I had no charge to bring against my nation. For this reason therefore I have asked 
to see you and speak with you, since it is for the sake of the hope of Israel that I am bound 
with this chain.’ They replied, ‘We have received no letters from Judea about you, and 
none of the brothers coming here has reported or spoken anything evil about you. But we 
would like to hear from you what you think, for with regard to this sect we know that 
everywhere it is spoken against.’ After they had fixed a day to meet him, they came to him 
at his lodgings in great numbers. From morning until evening he explained the matter to 
them, testifying to the kingdom of God and trying to convince them about Jesus both 
from the law of Moses and from the prophets. Some were convinced by what he had said, 
while others refused to believe. So they disagreed with each other; and as they were 
leaving, Paul made one further statement: ‘The Holy Spirit was right in saying to your 
ancestors through the prophet Isaiah,  “Go to this people and say, You will indeed listen, 
but never understand, and you will indeed look, but never perceive.  For this people’s 
heart has grown dull, and their ears are hard of hearing, and they have shut their eyes;  so 
that they might not look with their eyes, and listen with their ears, and understand with 
their heart and turn— and I would heal them.”  Let it be known to you then that this 
salvation of God has been sent to the Gentiles; they will listen.’ He lived there for two 
whole years at his own expense and welcomed all who came to him, proclaiming the 
kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all boldness and without 
hindrance. 

Epistle (1 Thes 4:13-17) (Deceased): Brethren, we do not want you to be uninformed, 
brothers and sisters, about those who have died, so that you may not grieve as others do 
who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through 
Jesus, God will bring with him those who have died. For this we declare to you by the 
word of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by 
no means precede those who have died. For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, 
with the archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, 
and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up 
in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air; and so we will be with the 
Lord for ever. 

Alleluia (Tone 6):  
verse: Blessed are they whom You have chosen and taken to yourself (Ps 64:5). 
verse: And let their memory be from generation to generation. 
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Gospel (John 21:15-25): At that time, when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, 
Lord; you know that I love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ A second time he said 
to him, ‘Simon son of John, do you love me?’ He said to him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I 
love you.’ Jesus said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’ He said to him the third time, ‘Simon son of 
John, do you love me?’ Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love 
me?’ And he said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.’ Jesus 
said to him, ‘Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to 
fasten your own belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will 
stretch out your hands, and someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you 
where you do not wish to go.’ (He said this to indicate the kind of death by which he 
would glorify God.) After this he said to him, ‘Follow me.’ Peter turned and saw the 
disciple whom Jesus loved following them; he was the one who had reclined next to Jesus 
at the supper and had said, ‘Lord, who is it that is going to betray you?’ When Peter saw 
him, he said to Jesus, ‘Lord, what about him?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If it is my will that he 
remain until I come, what is that to you? Follow me!’ So the rumour spread in the 
community that this disciple would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he would 
not die, but, ‘If it is my will that he remain until I come, what is that to you?’ This is the 
disciple who is testifying to these things and has written them, and we know that his 
testimony is true. But there are also many other things that Jesus did; if every one of them 
were written down, I suppose that the world itself could not contain the books that would 
be written. 

Gospel (Jn 5:24-30): The Lord said to the Jews who had come to him: Truly, truly, I say to 
you, anyone who hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life, and does 
not come under judgement, but has passed from death to life. ‘Very truly, I tell you, the 
hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God, and 
those who hear will live. For just as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the 
Son also to have life in himself; and he has given him authority to execute judgement, 
because he is the Son of Man. Do not be astonished at this; for the hour is coming when 
all who are in their graves will hear his voice and will come out—those who have done 
good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil, to the resurrection of 
condemnation. ‘I can do nothing on my own. As I hear, I judge; and my judgement is 
just, because I seek to do not my own will but the will of him who sent me. 

Communion Verse: Blessed are they whom You have chosen and taken to yourself, O 
Lord;* and let their memory be from generation to generation (Ps 64:5). Alleluia! (3x). 


