+ Sept 01: Beginning of the Indiction, that is, the New Year;
Commemoration of Our Holy Father Symeon the Stylite (459) and His
Mother Martha; and the Synaxis of the Most Holy Mother of God of
Miasenes

Text from “The Divine Liturgy: An Anthology for Worship”; Pg. 673

Troparion (Tone 2): Fashioner of all creation, you fixed times and seasons by Your own
authority; bless the crown of the year, O Lord, with Your goodness, preserving our nation
and Your city in peace; and save us through the prayers of the Mother of God.

Troparion (Tone 1): Rejoice, Virgin Mother of God, full of grace, harbour and protection
of the human race: from you the Redeemer of the world was incarnate. For only you —
ever blessed and glorified — are Mother and Virgin. Pray to Christ our God to grant peace
to the world.

Troparion (Tone 1): O venerable saint, you became a pillar of endurance, rivalling the
forefathers: Job in afflictions and Joseph in trials, and while still in the body you lived the
life of the Bodiless ones. O Symeon our father, entreat Christ God to save our souls.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.

Kontakion (Tone 2): Seeking things above, you joined yourself to those on high; you
made your pillar a fiery chariot, through which, O venerable one, you became a
companion of the angels. With them, unceasingly implore Christ God on our behalf.

Now and for ever and ever. Amen.

Kontakion (Tone 2): You dwell on high, O Christ the King, Creator and Builder of all
that is seen and unseen. You made seasons and time and the day and night. Now bless the
crown of the present year. Guard and protect our country, this city and your people, O
Lord, so rich in mercy.

Prokimenon (Tone 3): Great is our Lord and great is His strength; and of His knowledge
there is no end (Ps 146:5).

verse: Praise the Lord for a psalm is good; may praise be sweet to Him (Ps 146:1).

Epistle: (1Tm 2:1-7) (Feast - New Year): Brethren, first of all, then, I urge that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings should be made for everyone, for
kings and all who are in high positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in
all godliness and dignity. This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour,
who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. For there is
one God; there is also one mediator between God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself
human, who gave himself a ransom for all —this was attested at the right time. For this



I was appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher
of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

Epistle: (Col 3:12-16) (Feast — Venerable Saint): Brethren, as God’s chosen ones, holy
and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and
patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive
each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. Above all, clothe
yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. And let the
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And
be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another
in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs
to God.

Alleluia: To You, O God, is due a hymn in Zion, and to You shall a vow be paid in
Jerusalem (Ps 64:2).

verse: You will bless the crown of the year with Your goodness (Ps 64:12).

verse: Blessed is the man who fears the Lord; he shall delight exceedingly in his
commandments (Ps 111:1).

Gospel: (Lk 4:16-22) (Feast- New Year): At that time Jesus: Came to Nazareth, where he
had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He
stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the
scroll and found the place where it was written: ‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me, because he has anointed me  to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to
proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” And he rolled up the scroll,
gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on
him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your
hearing.” All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his
mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s son?’

Gospel: (Matt 11:27-30) (Feast- Venerable Saint): The Lord said to His disciples: All
things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the
Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son
chooses to reveal him. ‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and
my burden is light.’

Communion Verse: You will bless the crown of the year with Your goodness (Ps 64:12).

Second Communion Verse: The just man shall be in everlasting remembrance; of evil
hearsay he shall have no fear (Ps 111:6-7). Alleluia! (3x)



